Highwood Community Building

BACKGROUND
Welcome to our virtual public exhibition – displaying proposals for a new
community centre in the Highwood development.
As part of an agreement between Horsham District Council and Berkeley Homes,
the Council was allocated land to build a new community centre and we are now
in a position to seek feedback to ensure that this new amenity meets the needs of
local people.
We do hope you like our proposals. Please do take some time to read the
exhibition boards and then fill out a feedback form to tell us what you think. We
look forward to reading your comments.
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WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING

PARKING

To come up with the concept for this new community centre, we
reviewed a number of possibilities for the site to ensure that what
we are proposing best meets the needs of people living in the area.
As part of this work, we looked at larger community centres that
might have a catchment beyond the immediate community.

We want to ensure that people don’t have to park on nearby
roads when they visit this new community centre. Therefore, we’re
proposing to provide between 25-35 parking spaces. This is in
accordance with West Sussex County Council guidance.

After much consideration, we have decided that a smaller
community building should be included as part of the Highwoods
development. We feel that this will better meet the needs of the
local community and ensure that nearby community buildings such
as The Bridge Leisure Centre can continue to operate sustainably in
the future. Therefore, our proposals are for a building based on the
following:

USE OF THE BUILDING

• A community hall of about 100m2
• A smaller hall for meetings or small events
• Facilities including WCs, kitchen, storage facilities and an office
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Often community buildings are used for sporting activities such as
badminton and have floors marked with court lines. However, we
are not proposing this for Highwood. The reason for this is that The
Bridge Leisure Centre is located nearby.
We have therefore decided that Highwood Community Centre
should provide a resource for dance activities rather than other
sports. To do this, we’re proposing to include a timber sprung floor.
This also means that the height of the hall can be lower, which will
reduce the overall height of the building.

Material Palette - Precedents

1. Climbing plants across façade, 2. Perforated brick,
3. Extruded brick pattern, 4. Exposed timber
internally, 5. Ecology bricks (birds, bats & bees)

We want to create a new community building that is attractive and welcoming – and one that takes inspiration from buildings in the area.
Shown below are some of the concepts we are looking at. Please do tell us what you think by filling out one of our feedback forms.

1. Climbing plants will be used to create an attractive façade

2. Perforated bricks will be used to make the most of natural light

4. Exposed timber internally

3. We’re proposing extruded brick patterns

5. Ecology bricks will be used to provide habitats for birds, bats and bees
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Nursery Facility
We’re proposing to include a nursery here at Highwood. As well as
providing a much needed resource for local families, this will ensure
that the building will be used during the day, when there is less
demand for the community hall.
The nursery provider may also help manage the hall during these
periods. This would help with the maintenance of the building,
ensuring it is kept tidy and in a good state of repair.
CHOICE OF NURSERY OPERATOR
We carried out an exercise to identify organisations who would be
interested in taking on the operation of the nursery. We received a
high number of expressions of interest, which is very encouraging,
and held a selection process to ensure that we chose the best
possible provider. As a result, we have chosen Little Barn Owls as
the preferred operator.
ABOUT LITTLE BARN OWLS DAY NURSERIES
Little Barn Owls is a locally based, privately owned, multi-site
nursery operator. Little Barn Owls has won national awards and all
of their nurseries have outstanding accreditation. They are regarded
as one of the best nursery providers in the UK - so we’re really
pleased to have them on board.
A link for further information for Little Barn Owls is here.
Little Barn Owls believe in working closely with parents to nurture
children during their early years education. They have a very long
waiting list of parents but will provide accelerated spaces to local
residents to ensure that local parents can bring their children to a
local facility.
DAY TO DAY OPERATION
Little Barn Owls operate between 8.00am and 6.00pm, Monday
to Friday, 51 weeks of the year. Parents can drop off earlier by
arrangement from 7.30am. Most parents arrive within a broad
timeframe between 8am and 9am and between 5pm and 6pm,
meaning that unlike a later years facility, arrival and departure is
staggered over a period of time. The nursery would be able to cater
for a maximum of 67 children, although day to day attendance would
vary and normally run at a maximum capacity of about 54 children.
About 35 children would be driven to the nursery.
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Feedback and engagement
Thank you for taking the time to read our exhibition boards. We do hope you like our proposals. It’s really important that we consult with
local people so we can understand local views and seek to address any concerns – so please fill out one of our feedback forms to tell us
what you think. The deadline for leaving your feedback is midnight on Wednesday 6th October.
As part of our programme of consultation, we’re also holding a webinar so you can meet the team behind the proposals and have your
questions answered. The website will take place on Monday 27th September between 6pm and 7pm. To sign up to the webinar, please click
“Live Q&A Registration” at the top of the exhibition page. We do hope you are able to attend and are looking forward to hearing your
comments and answering your questions.
NEXT STEPS
Once the consultation closes, we will review and analyse all of the comments received. We will use your comments to produce a report
known as a Statement of Community Involvement. This will help Horsham District Councillors when they take decisions on how to progress
this projectrecommendation will also take into account local Councillors who represent the local community and other
interested stakeholders.
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